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“Praise the Lord, 
my soul; 

all my inmost being 
praise His holy name.”

Psalm 103:1



Opportunities 

Come Grow with Us! 
If you are looking for a change, or for a new 

church, we invite you to join our growing family.  

Here at First Tulsa we believe that everyone has 

something special and unique to add to our di-

verse congregation.  We would love to welcome 

you into our church family!  If this is your desire, 

please turn in a Connection Card (located on 

the tables at the back of the church sanctuary).  

Place it in the offering box on the wall by the 

doors at the rear of the church sanctuary.

United Prayer Opportunities 
Monday — Friday 

● 6:00-6:15 am  ● Prayer Conference Call
Dial 605-468-8026, Access Code: 1013047#

Tuesday    

● 7:00-8:00 pm ● Oklahoma Prayer Line
● Dial 1-470-480-9256           

Wednesday    

● 6:30 pm ● Midweek Prayer Meeting
● In the Chapel            

Prayer Meeting  

Prayer Meeting is held on Wednesdays at 6:30 

pm in the Chapel. Please join us for this time of 

prayer, Bible study, and fellowship with our 

church family.  You will be blessed!

TAA Health Food Store  
If you would like to purchase something from 

the Tulsa Adventist Academy food store, 

come to the TAA office during school hours 

and the secretary will assist you.  Or, contact 

Rowland Knight at 918-381-9708 for an appoint-

ment.  All profits from the health food store 

benefit TAA.

Be the Answer in 2024 
Pastor Samson Sembeba has shared the great 

news that this year everyone in our Tulsa First 

Adventist Church family is invited to participate in 

a dynamic movement called Be the Answer. 

“Instead of just praying for people, think about

how you can be the answer to someone else’s 

prayer request,” suggests Pastor Samson.  “It 

goes in line with our theme for 2024, BLESS.”

Union Youth Mission Event in Tulsa 
The Southwestern Union Conference is sponsor-

ing a free Union-wide mission event for youth 

and young adults March 6-9, 2024 here in 

Tulsa, called More Compassion.  The event will 

include community service 

projects at Tulsa Food Bank, 

Tulsa Day Center, Emergen-

cy Infant Services, Denver 

House, Northpoint, and Tulsa 

Community Service Center 

as well as worship experienc-

es and recreational activities.  Registration is at 

okadventist.org.  This group of mission-

motivated young people will be at our church for 

worship and lunch on Sabbath, March 9.



 Worship Service 
  February 24, 2024   
  10:45 a.m.

Musical Meditation
 Bruce Carrico

Welcome and Announcements 
Pastor Samson Sembeba

Worship Through Giving
Onward Oklahoma 2%

Children’s Story
Lauren Fraser

Invocation
Pastor Samson Sembeba

Songs of Praise
Come, Now is the Time to Worship

Marching to Zion, Hymn 422

Great is Thy Faithfulness, Hymn 100

Lem Bach, James Davison, Tom Huff, Fernando Vasquez

Altar Prayer
Daniel Duffy

Song of Consecration 
You Are My All in All

Sermon
Sermon Series | From Blessing to Blessing

Pastor Samson Sembeba

Song of Response

Make Me a Blessing

Benediction
Pastor Samson Sembeba

Postlude
Bruce Carrico



Announcements 

Welcome! 
A heartfelt welcome is extended to everyone 

who has joined us for church services today, 

whether in person or through live stream.  May 

you receive abundant blessings as we worship 

our loving Lord together on this Sabbath day.

Fellowship Lunch Today 
Our visitors are invited to join us for lunch in the 

Fellowship Hall (at the west 

entrance of the TAA school 

building) following today’s 

Worship Service.  Our hosts 

will be the Knight Hospitality Group.

Leadership Workshop February 27 
Pastor Samson Sembeba, who is studying for a 

Master’s Degree in Organizational Leadership, 

will continue his series of free Leadership De-

velopment Workshops on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at our church.  Pastor 

Samson says the work-

shops are for EVERY-

ONE, because all are 

leaders in one way or 

another.  Twenty-one 

people attended last 

month’s workshop, which included printed infor-

mational hand-outs and time for questions and 

comments in addition to Pastor Samson’s verbal 

presentation.  These workshops are scheduled 

for the last Tuesday of each month.

First Tulsa Seniors Meeting 
All Seniors are invited to a fun get-together on 

Sunday, March 3 at 12:00 noon in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Bring 

an Italian food dish.

Don Pifer will be sharing 

his pictures taken in the 

country of Israel.  Come 

and enjoy a great time!

African American History Month 
February is Black History Month, an annual 

celebration of achievements by African 

Americans and a time for recognizing the central 

role of blacks in U.S. history. It can also be a 

time to celebrate the many African American 

Seventh-day Adventists who have achieved 

major accomplishments. 

     As an abolitionist and social reformer, 

Rosetta Douglass Sprague (1839-1906) 

continued a legacy of activism that was begun 

by her abolitionist father, 

Frederick Douglass in the New 

Bedford, Massachusetts area.  

Mrs. Sprague was a strong 

supporter of slavery abolition, 

African American education, 

and women’s rights.  Along 

with Harriet Tubman, she became a founding 

member of the National Association of Colored 

Women’s Clubs, part of a network of self-help 

groups launched by African American women. 

She joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 

Washington, D.C. around 1892 and remained a 

member until her death in 1906. The Adventist 

Church strongly supported abolition as well.



Deacon and Deaconess Nominations 
FIRST  READING 

Our Church Board has nominated the following 

church members to serve as deacon and deacon-

esses for the current church year:

Deacon

Kevin De Leon

Deaconesses

Desirae Bach                   Lori Knight

Debbie Childress             Jessica Paddock

Lucrecia De Leon            Lisa Peugh

Peggy Dohlman              Glenda Pifer

Carma Fox                      Sandra Scott

Leatha Hamilton             Jackie Wilson

VBS Needs You! 
The important and effective VBS ministry is in 

need of volunteers June 10-14, 2024!  Please 

contact Abby Duffy (918-998-3418) for info soon.

Outgoing Membership Transfer 
FIRST  READING 

Bill Earnhardt to the Standifer Gap Seventh-day 

Adventist Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee

Church’s Roof Loan Balance 
Our February payment on the roof loan brings our 

balance to $39,712. Thank you for your support!

Prayer Requests 
Mi

Childress family             Ralph & Kathryn Perry                  

Ida Clark                                      Vasquez family                                                                

Church Building Committee Native New Day                                                                                                               

Discover Bible School                 Church Finances    

Missing Members          Tulsa Adventist Academy

America                                      

Special Prayer

For special prayer contact Prayer Ministries 

Associate James Davison at 603-801-7172.    

Feb./Mar. Birthdays and Anniversaries 
26   Leon Hembry;   Ethan McGehee

28   José Moises Reyes;   Primrose Murray

29   Bill Stanfield

01   Jackeline Gerstner

02   Jacqueline Griesbaum

Local Church Budget Summary  
(for July, 2023 - January, 2024) 

●  THANK YOU for your donations to our Local 
Church Budget!  Please continue your support 
so that vital church expenses and ministries 
can be funded and maintained. 

●  A portion of the contributions received for 
Local Church Budget each month will be allo-
cated to a local Reserve Fund account which 
will be used to pay for much-needed or unex-
pected building maintenance and equipment 
repairs, etc.  

  Amount short of budget goal

$73,465

$72,037

$  1,428  

  Amount needed for budget

  Amount received



Calendar      

Offering     Onward Oklahoma 2%                     

Elder                     Daniel Duffy 

Deacon                 Richard Adams                                  

Events

February 27 
Leadership Development Workshop, 5-7 pm

March 3 
Seniors Meeting, 12:00 noon

March 6-9 
More Compassion Youth Mission Event

March 12 
Church Board Meeting

March 16 
Communion Service
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Two Weeks at a Glance | February 25—March 9, 2024 

Next Sabbath, March 2 

Today, February 24
Sabbath School                           9:30 am

Worship Service                               10:45 am                                                          

Fellowship Lunch                              12:30 pm

Sunset                                                6:12 pm

Sabbath School                   9:30 am

Worship Service                                 10:45 am  

Sunset                   6:19 pm

Offering                            Local Church Budget                                                               

Elder                                                   Tom Huff                                 

Deacon                                    Richard Adams



Church Music Notes  
Prelude 

The Prelude music is arrangements for organ 

by Alice Jordan and Fred Bock of What a Friend 

We Have in Jesus (words for meditation with 

Hymn No. 499).  The composer of the tune, 

Charles Converse, was a successful lawyer who in 

addition to gospel songs, wrote string quartets, 

cantatas, and chorales.  The words of this hymn  

were written by Joseph Scriven for his mother in 

Ireland, with the intention of bringing comfort to 

her at a time of sorrow.  When first published in 

1865, it was credited to Anonymous.  It was not 

generally known 

even to neighbors 

and friends that he 

was the author.  

When questioned 

about it, he replied, 

“The Lord and I did it 

between us.”  His 

own life was one of 

sorrow, when on two 

occasions, young women to whom he had been 

engaged died by accident and illness before the 

wedding.  

Song of Praise 
We will sing the praise song by Brian 

Doerksen, Come, Now is the Time to Worship as 

part of our praise time today. Mr. Doerksen 

relates:  “This song began during one of my 

morning prayer and exercise walks while living in 

London, England. This song is the way I express a 

'call to worship.' I believe God wants us to come 

and worship just the way we are. But when true 

worship happens, we don't stay the way we are. 

When we make that choice, we experience the 

pleasure of worship, the treasure of being with 

God.”  As the words of the song remind us:  

"Come just as you are before your God, Come.

One day every tongue will confess You are God, 

One day every knee will bow, Still the greatest 

treasure remains for those, Who gladly choose 

You now."

Our second Hymn of Worship is No. 422, 

Marching to Zion. It is a rousing tune by Robert 

Lowry, written to accompany words written 160 

years earlier by Isaac Watts. This song calls to 

mind the pilgrimage of God's people to the Heav-

enly Canaan and directs our thoughts to God in His 

beautiful city of Zion, where we will indeed see our 

Savior and King.

Postlude  
The Postlude is by Marilyn Arison, a majestic 

setting of the hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness.  The 

words for meditation are with Hymn No. 100 in the 

SDA Hymnal.  The music to this hymn was written 

in Baldwin, Kansas in 1923 by William Runyan.  

For many years he was an evangelist for the Meth-

odist church, but was forced by increasing deaf-

ness to give up this line of work in the same year 

this tune was written.  In later life he was associat-

ed with John Brown University in Siloam Springs, 

Arkansas. Mr. Runyan says about composition of 

the music, “This particular poem [by Thomas 

Chisholm] held such an appeal that I prayed most 

earnestly that my tune might carry over its mes-

sage in a worthy way.”  God answered his prayer, 

with the hymn since being used by many Christian 

groups, most notably the becoming an unofficial 

theme song for the Moody Bible Institute. 



First Seventh-day Adventist 
Church of Tulsa 

Sabbath School Classes 

Pastor

Samson Sembeba

(269) 277-6252

Email: ssembeba@gmail.com

Head Elder 

Tom Huff

(918) 230-9379

Email: tomchuff@gmail.com

Head Deacon 

Richard Adams

(580) 449-1135

Spanish Ministries Leader

José Camacho

(918) 398-3572

Email: juan5.39@hotmail.com

Church Office 

Office Phone: (918) 834-6671                                  

Church Website: tulsasda.org

Church Email: tulsafirstadventist@gmail.com

Community Service Center

Carma Fox:  (918) 200-2613

Tulsa Adventist Academy  

(Pre-K — Grade 12)

Larry Seery, Principal

900 S. New Haven, Tulsa OK  74112

School Office: (918) 834-1107

Website:  tulsaacademy.org

TAA Health Food Store

Offering canned & frozen vegetarian foods        

To purchase foods, come to the TAA office during 

school hours or contact Rowland Knight at    

(918) 381-9708 and make an appointment.

Contact Us 

920 S. New Haven 

Tulsa, OK 74112-3938

Phone:  (918) 834-6671

●        Spanish Sabbath School Class is in the Chapel.

●     Classes for children, youth, and young adults 
       are held in the church’s south hall classrooms.

Adult Sabbath School Program 
February 24•9:30 a.m. 

Songs, Scripture, Prayer 

Softly and Tenderly, No. 287
Stand Up! Stand Up for Jesus!, No. 618

James 1:12-17 NLT 

Duffy Family

Mission Video 
Peace in a Tin House, Nepal

Sabbath School Lesson Discussion 
Wisdom for Righteous Living

Small Group Class | Paula Davison 

Online Class | Bruce Carrico, Daniel Duffy, 

                             Pastor Samson Sembeba

Church Bulletin Information 
The deadline for receiving announcements to be 

printed in the bulletin is 11 am on Wednesday. 

Please text your announcements to the bulletin 

secretary at 918-640-6540 or email announce-

ments to the following email address: 

bruce.carrico@gmail.com.


